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CONFIDENTIAL ISLAMABAD 5843 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PINT, PBOR, PK, AF, PEPR 

SUBJECT: REPORT OF AFGHAN TRIBESMAN IN PAKISTAN 
REF: (A) KABUL 4778 (B) ISLAMABAD 5717 

1 . AFTER QUICK CHECK WITH SOURCES IN ISLAMABAD AND PESHAWAR, 
INCLUDING AFGHAN DESK AT MFA, WE ARE UNABLE TO CONFIRM PAK 
AMBASSADOR'S STORY REPORTED REFTEL A OF "THOUSANDS" OF 
AFGHAN TRIBESMAN "POURING" INTO PAKISTAN. 

2. THERE HAVE BEEN PERSISTENT BUT NOT AUTHORITATIVE REPORTS 
OVER THE PAST FEW WEEKS OF GROUPS-OCCASIONALLY IN THE 
"HUNDREDS "-HAVING CROSSED AT VARIOUS POINTS ALONG THE 
BORDER (REF B); WE ASSUME THIS IS A RESULT OF TRIBESMEN 

AND OTHERS FLEEING TROUBLED CONDITIONS ON THE OTHER SIDE, 

AS WELL AS THE NORMAL EBB AND FLOW ACROSS THIS NOTORIOUSLY 
POROUS FRONTIER. 

3. WE WILL CONTINUE TO WATCH THIS STORY AND WILL REPORT 
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FURTHER IF ADDITONAL DETAILS COME TO LIGHT. FOR THE 
MOMENT, HOWEVER, WE ARE DOUBTFUL OF THE PAK AMB'S REPORT 
OF LARGE MOVEMENT ACROSS THE BORDER. 

HUMMEL 
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